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Farmers’ demand for advisory services

Farmers of today are:
Farm managers
Raw material producers
Nature managers
Livestock keepers
Employers

Oplægsholder
Præsentationsnoter
Billede fra Landsbladet (?)
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Research, 
trials and 

other 
sources 

of 
knowledge 

”Globally”

Danish Agricultural
Advisory Service, 
National Centre

Farmers

Local centres
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Danish Agricultural Advisory 
Service

• 38 local agricultural advisory centres and 1 
national centre

• Turnover: DKK 1.8 billion
• 3½ thousand employees
• Denmarks largest consultancy
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Advice, services and development

• Advice on: Crop production, economics, pig production, 
etc.

• Services on: Accounting matters, registration, 
applications, etc. 

• Management, recruitment and logistics
• Research, trials and studies
• Documentation and quality 

management  
• Advice on projects, project manager, 

and project support
• …



Development

PoultryDanish Pig Production

Danish Cattle Federation

Crop Production

Organic Farming

Planning & Environment

Law & Accounting

Web & IT

Fur Animals

Danish Young 
Farmers & Danish 4H

International

Horses

Day-to-Day Management and 
organisation

Green Plantprotection

NAV

NORFOR

KFC

RYK

Team R A/S

Staff functions

Head departments and 
departments with direct 
advisory service

Business Fields

DLBR Advice

Horticulture

AgroTech A/S

Koldkærgaard 
Conference centre

DLBR Certification

Danish Agricultutural Advisory Service, 
National Centre

General Management and 
Centre Management

Communications

Finance

Centre IT

Human Resources

Company Secretariat 
& Science
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Local advisory centres  38

Farmers/members 50,000

National Centre  1

Organising and/or administrative connection Advice and Information flow

Local Family Farmers’ 
Associations

Local Farmers’ 
Unions

Danish Agriculture

78 % 17 %

Danish Agricultural Advisory Service
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Elected 
management of 
the National 
Centre

The National Centre’s 
Board of Directors

Co-ordination Council

Danish Cattle Federation

Danish Pig Production Danish Poultry Council

National Committee on HorsesNational Committee on
Crop Production

National Committee on Fur Animals

Liaison Committee of Danish 
Young Farmers and Danish 4H

The Special Committee on Danish 
Young Farmers and Danish 4H

Organic Farming Users’ CommitteeHorticultural Committee

Partnership Council
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Tasks of the National Centre

• Specialised advisory services
• Knowledge and information 

dissemination
• Development activities
• Trials and studies
• Education, in-service training, 

and courses
• Operational and service tasks

Adjustment and 
development 

National Centre

Farmers

Local 
centres
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Relations between DAAS and 
farmers

Farmers are:
Owners 
Users 
Customers

Key words:
Best and cheapest advisory services 
Impartialness 
Non-profit
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Distribution of income, 
National Centre, 2008

Project fundsTax reimbursements

User fees and sales

Danish Agriculture

Total income: 
DKK 525 mill

17% 19%

61%

3%

Local advisers: 100 
per cent user fees.

Oplægsholder
Præsentationsnoter
Husk at procenttallene skal påføres manuelt – den opdateres ikke automatisk.



Tasks of the National Centre 
Dissemination of Knowledge

105,000 documents
27,000 page references per day
55,000 visitors per week

LandbrugsInfo

50 interactive programs 
plant protection
calculation of animal units and area requirement
weather forecast and weather radar via sms

2,3 mill. people visit LandbrugsInfo and 
Landmand.dk every year
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Mutually binding advisory services
PDA Pig (PDA program)
EasyCow (PDA program)
Benchmarking
Quality management 
and documentation
GPS and 
robot technology
Breeding 
development, cattle

Tasks of the National Centre 
Development work

Oplægsholder
Præsentationsnoter
Udvikling. Den opgave som samlet set kræver flest ressourcer fra Landscentret er udvikling. Udviklingsopgaverne omfatter bl.a. edb-programmer og andre værktøjer til støtte for beslutningsprocessen. Under udviklingsopgaver kan også nævnes avlsudvikling på kvægområdet i samarbejde med forskerne. Et andet eksempel er udvikling af et koncept til kvalitetsstyring og dokumentation af råvarekvalitet på bedrifterne. 
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Tasks of the National Centre 
Trials and studies

National Field Trials
FarmTest
Project farms 
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Why on-farm field trials?

• Pesticides, varieties, and strategies 
are tested in ”real life”

• They generate results that are 
directly distributed to the farmers 
and immediately implemented by 
the farmers

• They provide ”the missing link” 
between research and farmer
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Research and field trials
Agricultural University
(Royal Vet.  and Ag.  Uni.)

Sector Research
(DIAS, Risø)

Screening of pesticides

Local field trials 
(National field trials)

Basic research

Applied research

Farmers
KR
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Results and reporting
• Single trial results are published currently in 

LandbrugsInfo (updated within minutes after data 
reception).

• Results from variety trials are presented in 
SortInfo

• Series results are published when all single trial 
results have been validated

• The annual report is published in 
December 
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Why field trials? 
• Impartial field trials are the only way to obtain 

knowledge on varieties, pesticides and dosages

Opera
(fungizide)

Winter wheat:
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Who is having the benefit of spraying?

Producer (Chemical company)

Net for the farmer

Tax

Retailer

Treatment Index

DKK
per ha

A theoretical example
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Producer

Net for the farmer

Tax

Retailer

Company 
advice?

A theoretical example

Who is having the benefit of spraying?

DKK
per ha Political goal

1,55 Treatment Index
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Tasks of the National Centre 
Operational and service tasks

Livestock registration
Accounting system Ø90
INTEGRATED OFFICE
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
Stud book keeping
Potato inspection
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Tasks of the National Centre 
Education and in-service training

The academy of education
Farmer education
In-service training of farmers

Sense … of freedom
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Pesticide use, kg a.i. per ha
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Oplægsholder
Præsentationsnoter
Forbrugsstatistikkerne for pesticider er i de fleste lande forbundet med betydelig usikkerhed. I flere lande har forbruget i kg aktivstof pr. ha været svagt faldende, mens det i UK, Frankrig og Finland har været stigende. I Findland er forbruget steget kraftigt efter 2000 som følge af øget anvendelse af glyphosat (fremgår ikke af denne figur). I Holland var forbruget før 1994 betydeligt højere pga. anvendelse af jorddesinfektionsmidler.
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Conclusions

• An impartial advisory system in close contact 
with the farmer can
• Implement optimal solutions both for the farmer and 

the society
• As long as it is concordant with good agricultural 

practice

• Which is the case within reasonable 
mandatory limits. E.g. maximum livestock 
density.
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Thank you very much for your 
attention!
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