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21 workshop participants 

Å7 ς EURAGRI 

Å7 ς agro ς food researchers 

Å2 - Social science researchers 

Å1 NGO 

Å1 Research funder 

Å3 COM DG-agri and DG R&I 





Concerns to be discussed 

ÅResearch strategies have to take all these goals 

into account  

ÅNew considerations of how to evaluate IMPACT 

ÅWhat types of impact? 

ÅMethods to assess these impacts 

ÅScaling level considerations 



Concerns  (continued) 

ÅThe broader understanding of societal impacts 

ÅBeing open for new discipline contributions AND 

combinations of trans-disciplinary kinds 

ÅNew project partners and thus new research 

combinations 

ÅApproaches with regard to co-production of 

knowledge. 

 



I. Challenges of the SDGs and their 

relation to agriculture and food issues 

 

(òThe societal challengeò issue) 

 
 

ÅThe multiple dimensions of the SDGs 

ÅThe special concerns for the European 

agro/food/fishing sector 

ÅHow the societal impacts could be perceived 

and judged? 



Alain Billand 

 

SDGs compromise  

 

ÅEverything that hurts was taken out 

ÅPrivate sector not mentioned 

ÅGlobal, not just developing countries 



Consumption of food most important 

for sustainablility 

ÅNecessary to transform food industry 
ïImplementation indicators on diet 

ïNot ógreenô but health policy 

ïEating is a social moment, not just calories 

üResearchers prefer territory as baseline but rather  

foodsystem and health 
 

ÅBut also production sector ï change entire 

pathway (not less industrialisation but more 

respect for human body) 

 

 

 

 



II. How to know that the chosen approaches 

and potential results are relevant to 

the agro-food issues and challenges? 

 

(The ñprocess and assessmentò issue) 
 

ÅTo discuss the different strategic approaches in 

different countries  

ÅDifferent approaches in different research 

organisations 

ÅThe issue of integration of approaches and 

increased overall reflexivity capacity 



Olivier le Gall 

 

ÅResearch ministerôs strategy 

ÅSDGs - strategy mean for international 

cooperation 

üHad to be merged (2025.inra.fr/en) 

 

üBut food system under major transition 



Olivier Le Gall (Inra, FR) / SDGs in research strategies 
.011 

EurAgri, Brussels, 19Jun18 

From research to outcomes 

× Impact of public Ag research: 
× (Complementary to an Internal 

Return Rate approach) 
× Takes about 20 years 
× Requires excellent & international 

standard of research 
× Needs partnerships and ready-to-

adopt end-users 
× Etc. 

Decision-support tool  
for Nitrate fertilization  

(see http://www6.inra.fr/asirpa) 



20 yrs needed for impact  -  
                       only 12 yrs timeline for SDGs (2030) 

 

Who is responsible to increase the use of knowledge? 
Research ς Policy? 

ÅDifficult to design programmes about these issues 

ÅGreater integration of research & innovation 

ÅResearch on innovation processes needed 

ÅParticipatory research 

όέWe ŘƻƴΩǘ do it and we ŘƻƴΩǘ know, how ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΦέύ 

ÅIndicators and their flexibility 



Impact 

Agriculture 

ÅMany beneficiaries 

ÅNot one big industry 

ÅNo governance for 
innovation (or too 
much) 

Territories 

ÅThere is government & 
decision making 

ÅIncreased production 
attention 

ÅLimited consumer 
attention 



III. Distributed roles of involved actors? 

 

(The òactorò issue) 

ÅExamine the respective frameworks for  

 governments,   private sector actors 

 pressure groups,  citizens 

ÅHow to frame the continued reflectivity process? 

ÅHow to integrate actors constructively?  

ÅHow to understand the different roles of actors? 
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Distributed roles of involved actors?  


